
 
 

Astellas USA Foundation  
Rural STEM Initiative - Request for Proposal (RFP) 

Due: August 15, 2016 
 
BACKGOUND  
 
Astellas USA Foundation was formed in 2005 at the time of the historical merger of Japan’s third and 
fifth largest pharmaceutical companies – Yamanouchi and Fujisawa into Astellas Pharma Inc. As the 
legacy of Yamanouchi Foundation, Astellas USA Foundation has donated more than $20 million to 
charity since its inception. Astellas USA Foundation promotes well-being and education, which includes 
a focus on supporting the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals that are aimed at achieving 
healthy lives for all and also funds programs that inspire the next generation of scientists through STEM 
education. 
 
PURPOSE of RFP 
 
The Astellas USA Foundation focus on STEM education is through initiatives under its Science WoRx 
umbrella program. The objectives of these initiatives are to empower students and inspire innovative 
thinking in order to ensure the success of the next generation’s vital endeavors linked to wherever 
science might take them—the next scientist, IT pioneer, healthcare worker, machinist, farmer, teacher, 
plumber, entrepreneur.  
 
As part of its Science WoRx platform, Astellas USA Foundation seeks to establish a rural signature STEM 
program pilot. The foundation would provide financial support to eligible public 501(c)(3) organizations 
that can leverage their successes relating to STEM education to create and execute this pilot STEM 
program in a rural community or multiple rural communities in America. Through this partnership, we 
hope to provide much-needed support to rural teachers, and to inspire future scientists.  We also aim to 
elevate the college and/or career prospects of rural students in the areas of STEM and to improve 
communities through the program. 
 

RFP Details 
 

The Rural STEM Initiative 
 
STEM programs across the country are becoming more of a priority within our schools, yet there are 
emerging gaps. Rural areas represent one of the greatest under-exploited opportunities for STEM 
education as a way to impact workforce development. Many of these communities face challenges such 
as teacher shortages, lack of professional development opportunities for teachers, lack of district/school 
resources for training and materials and a general misunderstanding of STEM as being only for college-
bound students versus college and/or career. 
 
This RFP seeks to solicit grant proposals that will support development and/or enhancement of Astellas 
USA Foundation’s pilot program that brings STEM support and initiatives to underserved rural 
communities in America. Initial targets for the pilot of this program are in rural school systems located 
within the following Illinois Congressional Districts: 

• District 12 



 
 

• District 13 
• District 15  
• District 16 
• District 17 

 
 
Preference would be for the pilot school/district(s) that have a proven financial need and to be located 
within 150 miles of Astellas USA Foundation’s location in Northbrook, Illinois (northwest of Chicago). 
 
Specific Areas of Interest for this RFP 
 
It is our intent to support that will provide critical hard science and collaborative learning skills for both 
college- and career-bound children—possibly even inspiring the next renowned scientist or local 
inventor who creates a business to provide jobs in rural America. The mission: Together we will 
educate, inspire and empower rural teachers and all students to be big thinkers and create brighter 
lives and vibrant communities. 
 
This initiative will bring resources to the classroom and bring in community partners to give students a 
well-rounded understanding of the spectrum of STEM-focused careers available to them, whether they 
are heading to a four-year college, interested in technical schools or planning to help with the family 
business.   
 
Through coordinated efforts including training opportunities for teachers, turnkey materials, 
programming for easy integration and hands-on learning within their schools and communities, students 
will be exposed to STEM-based learning that can lead to career options locally and nationally. By 
teaching valuable skills that serve individuals and their home towns alike, this effort will also fortify 
communities facing serious economic challenges of low wages, declining industry, shrinking populations 
and brain drain with a new generation of well-trained and ambitious citizens. 
 
Pilot Program Requirements 
 
This RFP requires responding partners to execute a program in a pilot rural community (or multiple, if 
budget allows) that supports teacher development and encourages middle- and high-school students to 
use STEM-based learning to pursue big ideas and enable them to make their ideas a reality.   

• The grant will facilitate the execution of a STEM-based curriculum anchored by a set of core 
activities that can foster students from idea creation to implementation.  

• The STEM curriculum would need to be integrated into the classroom for the 2017-2018 school 
year, and responding organizations should develop a proposal that assumes three years of 
support for every school involved. 

• The program must include support for middle- and high-school teachers with professional 
development (PD) and training relating to bringing STEM-related curriculum and hands-on, 
project-based learning to the classroom. 

• The program must include components that help kids understand the connection between the 
STEM curriculum and careers within the community and beyond.   

• We strongly encourage the program to include a “prize-worthy conclusion” (could be a 
presentation, competition, etc.) at the end of the defined session that supports the mission and 
demonstrates the principles taught. 



 
 

• Funding available for this program is up to $300,000, and the amount awarded will depend on 
the type and scope of programs proposed. 

• Responding organizations must be willing to execute the program as part of the branded name. 
In addition to STEM-focused curriculum, teacher training and core student engagement activities, it is 
strongly encouraged that proposals consider the following foundational elements specific to STEM in 
rural communities: 
 

1. Classroom Resources – Addresses lack of funds for labs supplies, materials, etc. and could 
include: 

a. Materials, equipment and instructions for labs, experiments, etc. 
b. Collaboration with local businesses/industries/technical colleges that may be able to 

provide materials, tools, supplies, resources to classrooms for projects 
2. Sustainability – Addresses the need to build in resource sustainability for the program over 

time. 
a. Methods to ensure the program can become self-funding over the long term, for 

example: consider how local organizations or businesses could bring value (materials, 
instruction, etc.) to the effort inside and/or outside of the classroom or in partnership 
with teachers who will be instructing STEM curriculum 

3. Geographic Relevance -  Considers implications on the science these students would experience 
in their every-day lives in their surrounding region -- could focus on a geographic landmark that 
is highly relevant to the communities. 

 

Program Metrics: 

Grant applicants should detail how their proposals will measure success for teacher professional 
development and student achievement/engagement in STEM subjects. Depending on the nature of the 
proposal, please offer any other forms of measurement that may apply as well.  
 
RFP Response Requirements: 

• The grant(s) is intended for public 501(c)(3) public charities and is intended to be awarded to 
one or more of the responding organizations depending on the type and scope of programs 
proposed. Please see full list of funding inclusions and exclusions in the index below. Astellas 
USA Foundation reserves the right to make no award and to discontinue or change the process 
described in this RFP at any time without prior notice. 

• Project description  
o Description of the project and how it addresses the mandatory criteria: 

 Response must meet the overall mission which is to educate, inspire and 
empower rural teachers and all students to be big thinkers and create brighter 
lives and vibrant communities 

 Response should provide details about your organization, existing programs 
related to STEM education and how you have achieved measurable success with 
your initiatives—either in urban or rural settings 

 Program goals and objectives must be provided in detail 
 We welcome input on how your organization might engage local Astellas 

employees as volunteers (not mandatory) 
o Outline of how the organization will solicit middle and high schools to participate in the 

proposed curriculum 



 
 

• Objectives and measurements: Explain your methods for assessing program success for both 
teachers and students, including any pre/post evaluation of participants 

• Detailed work plan and timeline: Provide key dates and deliverables. Share your input on the 
communications support requests from the Foundation (see below), including existing 
communication tools, networks and resources currently used to amplify your organizational 
efforts 

• Projected project cost to be funded through the grant 
o Detail how many schools (middle and high schools) could be included in the pilot based 

on the funding amount sought 
o Dollar amount of proposal and the time period for use of the funds  
o Detailed annual organization budget 
o Detailed program budget for the project: 

 Must include line items that do not include overhead  
 Must include a detailed program budget that itemizes how the funds requested 

in the grant application would be allocated.  
 Must align with the inclusion and exclusion criteria listed below 

• Responding organizations may partner with other 501(c)(3) public organizations as part of the 
proposal. If this is your intent, please detail how you would involve other nonprofit partners in 
your proposed program and the role and responsibilities of each partner 

• Communication Collaboration with Astellas USA Foundation: 
The selected partner(s) will have the autonomy to build and execute the proposed program as 
outlined in the RFP. Astellas USA Foundation plans to help support the cause with proactive 
communications in the community, with key stakeholders and with media. (Note that no 
communications can be made until the legal letter of agreement is signed by all parties prior to 
funding approval.) We ask that selected partner(s) collaborate with Astellas USA Foundation in 
the following ways: 

o Identify a program spokesperson to represent your project 
o Share program development status updates with Astellas USA Foundation Officers over 

the course of the pilot program 
o Participate in initial announcement and program launch communications efforts 
o Collaborate with Astellas USA Foundation communications team to share stories of 

progress, impact and positivity that can be promoted within the community, media and 
education stakeholders 

o Cross-promote stories on grant recipient’s social media channels and website, if 
applicable 

o In your response, please speak to these communications requests and how you would 
work with Astellas USA Foundation during critical times of the program creation, launch 
and ongoing execution 

 
How to Submit the RFP 

• Go to Astellas USA Foundation grant management system found at 
https://astellasusafoundation.org/GrantApplication.html 

• Complete the online grant application 
• Title of grant application must begin with “Response to RFP”    
• Grant request must be completed no later than August 15, 2016 

 
Inquiries regarding the RFP and/or specifics about the program can be directed to: 

https://astellasusafoundation.org/GrantApplication.html


 
 

 
Robin Andrews 
Robin.Andrews@astellas.com 
 
Laura Staton 
lstaton@charlestonorwig.com 
(262)563-5136 
 
Monica MacKay 
mmackay@charlestonorwig.com 
(262)563-5665 
 

What We Fund 
 
Charitable Contributions must be: 

• Within at least one of the Astellas USA Foundation’s Area of Interest and meet the Eligibility 
Criteria 

• Made to organizations that are a public 501(c)(3) charity based and have a current Section 
501(c)(3) determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service, or the charitable Registration 
Number issued by Canada Revenue Agency 

• Made to organizations where the mission statement of the organization is aligned with the 
request 

• Made to organizations that have demonstrated a history of achievement and effective 
management 

• Made for a charitable purpose and without any commercial motive or appearance of 
commercial motive 

• Provided directly to the account of the organization requesting the contribution and in the 
amount agreed to by the Astellas USA Foundation 

• Provided without regard to the requesting charitable organization’s prescription, purchasing, or 
recommendation history in relation to the Astellas Group 

• Approved prior to the start date of the event or activity the funding is supporting 
 

Exclusions: What We Do Not Fund 
 
Please pay careful attention to the list of exclusions below. We do not want any organizations to risk 
wasting time on the grant process if they are not eligible. If you plan to apply for this grant, please 
ensure your organization does not include any of the following: 

• Provided to organizations with administrative costs totaling more than 25% of total funds of the 
program being funded 

• Provided to third parties or representatives of charitable organizations 
• General operating expenses 
• Capital campaigns 
• Continuing medical education (CME) grants 
• Educational activities for healthcare professionals or patients that relate to an Astellas 

Therapeutic Area of Interest 
• Professional medical associations or societies 
• Academic medical centers 
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• Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) organizations that are public charities by virtue of being 
described in Section 509(a)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

• Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) organizations that are private foundations 
• Individuals, including scholarships for individuals 
• Medical fellowships or residencies 
• Endowments 
• Political organizations established under Internal Revenue Code Section 527 
• Lobbying activities 
• Contributions to political candidates, political parties or political action committees (PACs) 
• Religious groups for religious purposes 
• Applied research in any area 
• Basic research in Astellas Therapeutic Areas of Interest 
• Proposals that pose a potential conflict of interest with the commercial goals of Astellas USA 

Foundation, including activities that could influence the sale, distribution or development of an 
Astellas product 

 
Please submit your request by August 15, 2016.  


